Many reasons to explain
longevity of UK’s pets

Dear aditor

Corne off it, Mr Atiinson (August |1 issue). Has your suentific training
evaporated with your 33 years in practice? There are many reasons
that might explain the improved longeaty of pets, not least of which
i the minstrabons of cur profession, Dogs and cats are camivores,
meaning they eat meat, My own dogs - shack, harror — eat meat
maost days. In my opinion, the pet food manufacturers are cute
enaugh at beguiling the public. They do not need your help.

Tours fathiully,

DAVID COFFEY, BvetMed, MROVS,

Claygate Verorinary Centre,

B4-86 Hare Lane,

Claygate, Esher,

Surrey KT [0 0L



Diets: many clients ‘are
one step ahead of vets’

Deear editor,

I reply to Martn Atkinson's letter “Where were al the other pet
food letters?™ (Aupust 11 ssue). | question his comment that dogs
and cats are Invng 30 per cent longer than when he qualified 33~
years ago. | alse queston his bebel that as leeding processed food
% ihe morm, erpo processed food must be responable. I indeed,
dogs and cats are Iving longer, il has precous little to do with the
diel the majonty are being fed (processed), but & rmuch more | kely
10 be becyuse of improved diagnostics and better medical and surpi

cal prowess. It is almost unbelevable that anyone can logically thank
that a diet of processed food s responsble for better health and
noreased longevity, How fortunate far us thal human health-care
professionals don't share the same beliefs,

Mr Atlenson 15, perhaps. the one who should “pet real”. Il some
orwners are leedng a raw diet nappropriately, it is because they are
not gettung the proper adwee and suppont from their vetennary sur-
peons - the same vetennary surgeons who, i all probability, have a
wating room stocked with processed food for sale,

Conltrary 1o Mr Atkinsen's dire pradictions, | can assure him the
tens of thousands of pet owners who have safely, and confidently, fed
a raw mealy bones det to ther pets for many y&ars can attest 1o the
fact that their ¢ogs and cats are not suffenng bouts of food posoning
or malnuintion. Nor are they droppeng ke flies. In fact, they are in
better health than they éver were on a processed diet.

More and more pel owners are swiching 1o raw mealy deets,
and | would respectiully supgest Mr Atkinson, and any lke-minded
colleagues, re-educate thamselves on what a correct lood for
domeshc carmwores 5. An excellent place to start would be Tom
Lonsdale's book Raw Meary Bones, Many of their clents will be one
step ahead, as they have already read It
Yours farhiully,

JACKIE MARRIOTT,

United Kingdom Raw Meaty Bones Support and Action Group,
|65 West Way,

Lancing,

West Sussex BNI5 8NB.



Rabbit mantra always
helps me on pet diets

Dear editor,

It all started with fat bunnies wath bad teeth, coarse bunny mix
and selective feeding. We pellet the food to 2void selection and
reduce hypocalcaemia, and then find the food is short on fibre.
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We add more liore, and finally the penny drops — rabbits eat grass,
50 feed them grass, Amazing really.

| would advise remembering this mantra: rabbits sat grass - and
most other animals eat rabbits, induding cats,

A new client came into the surgery the other day with ane of her
pet dinoszurs, caled Dino, He was obese and was suflering from a
pathological fracture of the humerus. Unfamiliar with dinosaur biol-
ogy. limmediately looked to Google (a5 is my way these days). Three
minutes later; | discovered the worman's pet was 2 carmivorous SpeCias
that naturally ate fish and seals. | asked about Dino's diet: the best
adult dinosaur food from DinasaursRus came the answer. She tald me
dinosaurs coped okay on this, and the food was cheap, convenient,
and scientifically formulated, featuring — as it did — lots of research into
the different varations of the food,

I looked at the label on the sack: pre-historic wheat, spelt, maize,
parley, cellulose, dehydrated incinerated pleisiosaur meal (23 per
cent), soya, maize gluten, coal, and E numbers one through 307
inclusive. With an apologetic tone, | pointed out that the food was
totally inappropnate for a carnivorous dinosaur. | explained that a fit
healthy adult might just about cope with the food, but that the diet
was far from ideal - and certainly not nutritious enough for babies,
“Carnivorous dinos need meat.” | explaned.

‘Butit's 21 per cent protein. It says 50 on the pack,” she replied,

Twenty-one per cent protein, perhaps, but of what biological
value! And why does it not mention on the pack that the diet is actu-
ally 50 per cent starch-based? Funny that.

| reiterated that carnivorous dinosaurs were simply not
designed to eat grain, and that in the wild, Dino would be eating a

diet cantaining B5 per cent protein,
*Rit e erinndlfiralbe forrmm datad " ek el sl




“But s saentifically formulated,” she replied.

Exasperated, | let forth with a litle outburst, *Cant YOU S8, you're
feeding Dino with totally inappropriate food. He is a carnivore. He
should eal meat, not carbohydrate, Meat, | say, meat. As a convenient
second best, he should have a dried meat or fish-based diet, matching
as closely as possible the food he would eat in the wild.”

| continued my rant and explained that if her dinosaurs were fad
the nght diet in the first place, they would not need all the ather
dietary vanations for various life stages. The babies could eat the same
lood as mum, and the less active ones would not get fat. Unnary
calcuh would disappear, and heart attacks wauld be a thing of the past,
Ever seen an obese sabre-tooth tiger, | ask? Remermbering the mantra
"bunnies eat grass, and everything else eats bunnies”, | calmed myself
down before seeing the next client: a woman with two cats — one
plantigrade, one obese with dental resorptive lesions.

"But I'm feeding them on the Atkinson feline diet, which never
causes health problems,” she proudly related,

[3d someone mention a dinosaur?

Yours faithiully,

PETE COLESHAW, BVSc, MRCVS,
Bluehouse Vers,

712 Congleton Road,

Biddulpk,

Staffs STB 6EF.
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