
Miss Jane C Hern MA took up the post of Registrar at the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons in 1997.

As a qualified lawyer Miss Hern could be expected to know the 
difference between right and wrong. Unfortunately, throughout 
her time at the Royal College she has helped maintain the junk 
pet-food industry/veterinary charade. 
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The above EDM was laid down in November 2005 by Mr David Lepper MP and was similar 
to that laid down by Mr David Taylor MP in December 2004. There is little for us to add to 
our position taken in December last year but we hope that the following comments might 
serve as a useful reminder and to aid any further debate.
 
As the regulatory body for the veterinary profession, the RCVS does not exist to represent 
the views of veterinary surgeons and is not in a position to commission authoritative 
scientific research on the nutritional benefits of pet foods. Neither do we have the power to 
conduct an independent inquiry into the role of pet food manufacturers or the veterinary 
profession’s role in recommending processed pet foods to their clients.
 
However, our regulatory powers, under the Veterinary Surgeons Act 1966, do enable us to 
investigate complaints submitted against anyone on the RCVS Register. To protect the public 
interest we are the interface between complainants and respondent veterinary surgeons, 
combining legal and veterinary expertise, monitored by lay observers, to ensure correct 
process, scientific accuracy and fairness.
 
Through our own literature searches, and those of others, we understand that scientific 
evidence is publicly available to support the use of processed pet foods. These may be 
‘lifestyle’ foods for healthy animals or ‘prescription’ diets for those that are unwell – for 
example, low protein/low potassium diets for animals with renal disease. We expect 
veterinary surgeons to make clinical decisions according to their professional judgement and 
based on the best available evidence at the time – veterinary surgeons are not expected to 
recommend products without due justification.
 
Many veterinary practices provide a range of services to their clients, in response to demand, 
which often includes the sale of pet foods. However, animal owners always have a choice in 
terms of which pet foods they buy and from where, or they can, of course, elect to use home-
prepared foods (although some published work suggests there may be public health risks 
inherent in this practice).
 
We would continue to encourage Tom Lonsdale to seek scientific peer review of his first book 
Raw Meaty Bones and his more recent book Work Wonders. Similarly, as Mr Lonsdale’s 
assertions and those of his support group UK Raw Meaty Bones (UKRMB) remain largely 
anecdotal as to the superiority of natural food, we would, again, encourage them to provide 
sound statistical and scientific evidence to support their claims.

 






































	Introduction.pdf
	JaneHern(1).PIC
	Enclosure 1 .pdf
	Enclosure 2(a).PIC
	Enclosure 2(b).PIC
	Enclosure 3.PIC
	Enclosure 4(a).PIC
	Enclosure 4(b).PIC
	Enclosure 4(c).PIC
	Enclosure 4(d).PIC
	Enclosure 5(a).PIC
	Enclosure 5(b).PIC
	JaneHern(2).PIC
	JaneHern(3).PIC
	JaneHern(4).PIC
	JaneHern(5).PIC
	JaneHern(6).PIC
	JaneHern(7).PIC
	JaneHern(8).PIC
	JaneHern(9).PIC
	JaneHern(10).PIC

